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calcium, magnesium and on blood pressure were
studied in normal and hypertensive New Zealand
white rabbits aged 2, 4, 8, 16 and 24 weeks. Mean
blood pressures (BP) in the untreated animals rose
from 8 to 24 weeks with the addition of 1% or 2%
phosphorus in the diet, but were not significantly
affected in the presence of 1% salt. In the presence
of 2% phosphorus and either 1% or 2% salt, BP rose
significantly with age. The BP rose non-linearly with
increasing dietary phosphorus content, irrespective
of salt intake, in both normal and hypertensive
animals. The hypertensive animals had greater



serum sodium, phosphate and calcium
concentrations than normal animals. Sodium intake
significantly decreased serum sodium levels, but had
no effect on BP. Phosphate intake significantly
increased serum phosphate, calcium and magnesium
concentrations, and blood pressure, but had little
effect on magnesium levels in either normal or
hypertensive animals. The data suggest that
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